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until the closing decades of the nineteenth century was her
supremacy seriously challenged. Since then, the entry of other
nations into the industrial field has led to a relative though not an
absolute decline in her importance as a manufacturing country.

France was the second country to be industrialized. The
process began in the thirties and forties of last century, but was
less rapid and complete than in Great Britain. For this, a
number of reasons can be assigned; the slow growth of France's
population; the wars and revolutions from which she suffered;
above all her weakness in coal. On the eve of the War, the coal
output of France was less than a sixth of that of either Great
Britain or Germany. This is the main reason why France never
became industrialized to the same degree as her two great
European rivals. The relative decline,in her political prestige
in the nineteenth century finds a partial explanation in this
tardy industrial growth.

Belgium, so largely within the economic orbit of France,
underwent the process of industrialization about the same time
but with greater completeness. According to Dr. Glapham she
was 'The one country in Europe which kept pace industrially
with England in the first half of the nineteenth century'.1

Germany did not become industrialized till the last quarter
of the nineteenth century. Previous to that, her economic
development had been fatally hampered by her want of
political unity. Divided amongst fifty independent States,
Germans saw their domestic trade strangled by internal tariffs
and their country delivered over a prey to stronger neighbours.
Even more than Belgium, Germany deserves to be called the
cockpit of Europe. From the Reformation onwards she was the
battleground of nearly every European war, some of which left
ineffaceable traces on her social and economic organization.
It is not surprising that her industry retained medieval forms
till the middle of the nineteenth century.

The two events which rescued Germany from the conse-
quences of her obsolete political system were (a) the Zollverein
or Customs Union of 1834, which made her an economic unity,

1 Clapham, Economic History of France and Germany, p. 57.